Catamaran Class Newsletter
WOW….

What a season Blessington Cat sailors have had. We’ve been on the move most of the Summer, North South, West and Europe!!! And, we came home with the prizes. So, a big well-done must go to you all. I know it’s a big effort to travel to the Events, getting time off work, packing and putting boat together, then there’s the “visa” to be away!!! So guys, GREAT work. We all pulled together this year and it shows that working together, helping get all the boats packed up, sharing lifts, acc’s works.

My goal was achieved this year by winning the Travellers Trophy (plate might be a better word) as most of you know Carl and I didn’t have a great start to the season - breaking things, and a few obstacle getting in our way. But then it all started to fall into place and after some very close racing and lots of hard work we did it!!! Thanks Carl for your patience and encouragement to keep me going ‘Drive it likes she’s stolen! For closing your ears when I would start to get very annoyed if things weren’t going our way. THANKS CARL.

We didn’t do great at the All Ireland Sailing Championships but we did are best they were hard tub’s to sail when it was blowing stink and there were only 3 of us on the boat! I still think we could capsize the tub!

 

Club racing this year saw a good number of regular sailors out. The weekends that I was there, I can only really write about. There was some close racing with lots of changes in the leaders. It was great to see a good few dart 16’s out. I’ve being hearing rumours that they might be thinking about joining the Spitfires – you guys are very welcome the more the better!

 

New people to boats this year: Brian and Annette made the move into the spitfire and Rory and Susan got started in the Dart 18. Warning to the Spitfire class watch out for those Murphy’s, they’re flying and hot at our tails (no more giving our tricks away I think!) Hope Susan and Rory will get travelling with us next year.

 

The lake raid this year was a great success; we kicked off right on time thanks to John Gibson for RO, Michael, Edith, Conal and the Civil Defence for rescue. We started off with great wind and then it went all a little mad. I tacked about 4 time’s - with the genniker up. Then the wind decided to change direction all together!! It was a very challenging race not to loose the head and start screaming abuse at the weather. After racing we all got stuck into fish and chip and some beers. After a few games of hangman and ‘guess what I am!’ (Dermot and Martin attempts were the best!! We headed over to Ballyknocken were we got beaten at every pool game we played with the locals and danced/sang along till the wee hours for the morning.

 

So overall 2006 was a very good year for the Cats. I hope you all enjoyed it as much as I did and roll on next year. 

Carnac being the first event and straight after, going on to the spitfire Euros. I’m 90% sure we’ll be at them so anyone interested let me know. I hope to be booking ferries around Dec/Jan.

 

Well done again to you all and see you at the Dinner 25th Nov. BE THERE!
Please let me know if you’re coming as I need to know numbers ASAP
 

A-J

